
SHAFER VYDS. 2008 CAbERnEt SAuVignon HillSiDE SElECt StAgS lEAp  ($230.00) RED 96

SHAFER VYDS.  2009  CAbERnEt SAuVignon HillSiDE SElECt  StAgS lEAp  (not yet released)  RED  (94-96)

SHAFER VYDS.  2010  CAbERnEt SAuVignon HillSiDE SElECt  StAgS lEAp  (not yet released)  RED  (95-97)

SHAFER VYDS.  2009  CAbERnEt SAuVignon onE point FiVE  StAgS lEAp  ($70.00)  RED  91

SHAFER VYDS. 2010 CAbERnEt SAuVignon onE point FiVE StAgS lEAp (not yet released) RED (91-93)

SHAFER VYDS.  2009  RED SHoulDER RAnCH CHARDonnAY  loS CARnERoS  ($48.00)  WHitE  91

SHAFER VYDS.  2010  RED SHoulDER RAnCH CHARDonnAY  loS CARnERoS  ($48.00)   WHitE  (90-92)

SHAFER VYDS.  2009  MERlot  nApA ($48.00)  RED   (90-92)

SHAFER VYDS.  2010  MERlot  nApA ($50.00) RED   90

SHAFER VYDS.  2009  RElEntlESS  nApA  (not yet released) RED 93

Closing Date: December 2011 
issue: 198



Shafer’s iconic Cabernet Sauvignon Hillside Select gets the 
lion’s share of the attention here, but the rest of the wines also 
deserve serious consideration. I have been especially im-
pressed with the Syrah-based Relentless on my last two visits 
here.

2008 Shafer Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon  
Hillside Select
Rating: 96
The 2008 Cabernet Sauvignon Hillside Select is quite struc-
tured. Even with its firm tannins, though, the wine shows gor-
geous depth and sheer power. The 2008 isn’t a wine with early 
appeal, but it shows off tons of muscle and sheer depth. Dark 
fruit, leather, licorice, spices and tar inform the muscular, virile 
finish. The 2008 will require patience but its explosive person-
ality virtually ensures it will be a rock star in a few years’ time. 
Anticipated maturity: 2016-2028. 

2009 Shafer Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon  
Hillside Select 
Rating: (94-96)
The 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon Hillside Select caresses the 
palate with layers of dark red fruit, flowers, licorice and spices. 
It is a relatively supple, accessible vintage with some of the 
radiance, but not the stuffing, of the 2007. It will be interesting 
to see where the 2009 goes from here. Today the oak is a bit 
prominent, suggesting the wine may not have the depth of the 
very finest years. Anticipated maturity: 2015-2029. 

2010 Shafer Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon  
Hillside Select 
Rating: (95-97)
The 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon Hillside Select impresses for its 
intense dark fruit, floral bouquet and insistent, driving mineral-
ity. This is a big, structured Hillside Select that remains very, 
very young, yet the intensity of the fruit is quite promising for 
the future. Today, my impression is that the 2010 will be a rela-
tively slow vintage to mature. Anticipated maturity: 2016-2020. 

2009 Shafer Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon  
one point Five Stags leap
Rating: 91
The 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon One Point Five comes across 
as silky and seductive. Ripe red berries, flowers, mint and spic-
es caress the palate in this understated, gracious wine. The 
2009 impresses for its seamless texture and long, polished fin-
ish. Anticipated maturity: 2012-2019.

2010 Shafer Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon  
one point Five Stags leap
Rating: (91-93)
The 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon One Point Five bursts onto the 
palate with dark berries, flowers, mint, licorice and tar. The bal-
ance of fruit and acidity is superb. The 2010 is likely to require 
a measure of patience. Today it is strikingly beautiful. The 2010 
includes 2% Petit Verdot in the blend. Anticipated maturity: 
2015-2025. 

2009 Shafer Vineyards Chardonnay Red Shoulder Ranch
Rating: 91
The 2009 Chardonnay Red Shoulder Ranch is a gorgeous 
wine laced with expressive fruit and an open, radiant personal-
ity. Subtle hints of French oak and flowers are nicely layered 
into the finish. The 2009 was aged 75% in French oak and 25% 
in stainless steel. Anticipated maturity: 2012-2015. 

2010 Shafer Vineyards Chardonnay Red Shoulder Ranch
Rating: (90-92)
The 2010 Chardonnay Red Shoulder Ranch reveals a brighter 
profile than the 2009. Citrus, flowers, crushed rocks and mint 
wrap around the energetic, focused finish. Anticipated matu-
rity: 2012-2015. 
 
2009 Shafer Vineyards Merlot 
Rating: 90
The 2009 Merlot is an attractive, fleshy wine graced with ex-
pressive dark red fruit, flowers, sweet spices and licorice. The 
wine reveals gorgeous radiance and a supple, inviting person-
ality ideally suited to drinking over the next few years. Antici-
pated maturity: 2012-2015. 

2010 Shafer Vineyards Merlot 
Rating: (90-92)
The 2010 Merlot possesses a darker flavor profile than the 
2009, as well as more textural depth and sheer profile. Black 
cherries, menthol, licorice and spices are just some of the notes 
that take shape in the glass. This is a firmer style of the Merlot 
that today doesn’t quite have the early appeal of the 2009, but 
it is striking just the same. Anticipated maturity: 2013-2018.

2009 Shafer Vineyards Relentless
Rating: 93
The 2009 Relentless is a big, explosive wine bursting with dark 
red fruit, flowers and spices. This is a young wine with plenty 
of life, but the 100% new French oak is a bit more obvious 
here, which suggests the wine may not quite have the stuffing 
to support the oak. Floral notes reappear on the finish, adding 
brightness and lift. In 2009 the blend is 82% Syrah and 18% 
Petit Sirah. Anticipated maturity: 2012-2019. 


