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Possibly the hottest winery, qualitatively, in Northern Califor-
nia is Shafer Vineyards. It has been a long time since they 
have turned out a less than prodigious wine. Moreover, every-
one loves this family and staff, so Shafer is the quintessential 
example of the good guys finishing first.

2004 Hillside Select
The Cabernet Sauvignon Hillside Select has been one of 
Napa’s true first-growths since the early 1990s. The 2004 ex-
hibits a dense opaque purple color along with spectacular, 
almost surreal levels of fruit that are never heavy, overripe 
or flawed. Its beautiful notes of creme de cassis, licorice and 
subtle oak (this cuvee spends 32 months in 100% new French 
barrels), skyscraper-like texture and extraordinarily long fin-
ish are all superb. This is a great wine from a great family 
who has done everything necessary to produce a world-class 
wine that can compete with any wine made from the Cabernet 
Sauvignon grape. You can’t say enough positives about the 
Shafers. Drink this 2004 Hillside Select over the next 20-25 
years, although it could be even more stupendous in 40-50 
years. 

2004 one point Five
Shafer’s 2004 Cabernet Sauvignon One Point Five, com-
posed of 98% Cabernet Sauvignon and 2% Petit Verdot, has 
been a brilliant introduction to their portfolio of Stags Leap 

offerings. It spends 21 months in two-thirds new oak. The 
wine’s dense ruby/purple color is followed by a wine with 
glorious opulence, abundant fruit, supple, sweet tannins, a 
round, generous, mouthfilling texture and stunning purity as 
well as complexity. This terrific example of Stags Leap Caber-
net Sauvignon is drinking beautifully at present, should hit its 
peak in 4-5 years, and will last for another decade thereafter. 

2004 Merlot
The 2004 Merlot (75% Merlot, 15% Cabernet Sauvignon 
and 10% Cabernet Franc) continues to demonstrate that the 
movie “Sideways” really had some fatal flaws. I suspect if the 
director had tasted the Shafer Merlot, or for that matter the 
Pahlmeyer and a few others, some of the nonsense about 
Merlot would never have appeared in that funny and enjoy-
able movie. Shafer’s 2004 Merlot is Napa Merlot at its finest 
– juicy, succulent, sexy and irresistible. It boasts a deep ruby/
purple color along with copious aromas of black cherries, 
spice, smoke and earth. Beguiling, silky smooth and round, it 
is a total turn-on.


